A number of closely related forms are constantly found in the open ocean and are apparently genuine free-swimmers. And yet even some of these, like Sapphirina, are known to infest various pelagic animals at times. The fact that the parasitism is usually temporary, the copepods easily changing hosts or moving about freely in the water, is the disturbing element. There seems to be an unwritten opinion that once a parasite always a parasite ought to be the prevailing rule.
And when we come to examine the mouth parts we find that they are not suited either for mastication or for suction. They are rather adapted for licking up nourishment from the surface of the various organisms or from the walls of their inner (branchial) cavities.
And yet Sars has shown in his Crustacea of Norway (vol. 6, p. 142) that there is no doubt about the parasitic nature of these copepods.
One of the more sedentary forms is the genus Clausidium, which lives in the branchial cavity of certain Calianassa species.
DESCRIPTIONS OF GENUS AND SPECIES.
Genus CLAUSIDIUM Kossmann.
Hersilia Philippi, Wiegmanna Archiv fur Naturgeschichte, vol. 5, 1839, p. 128 no. 2377.
